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Selection of Plotting Position Formulas in the Z-moment method applied for Extreme
Wave Analysis and Confidence Interval of Statistical Estimates
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A Monte Carlo simulation study has been carried out on the reliability of the parameter and quantile
estimation of the GEV, GPA, and Weibull distributions by means of the L-moment method for application to
extreme wave statistics. The three population distributions are assigned with five to six values of the shape
parameter each, and the scale and location parameters are so specified as to yield the 10-year and 50-year wave
heights of 8.33 and 10.0 m, respectively. Samples of extreme wave heights are generated from 16 populations
at the size varying from 10 to 1000, and 50,000 samples for respective conditions are analyzed for statistical
characteristics. The unbiased plotting position recommended by Hosking and Wallis (1997) is confirmed to
yield minimal biases on the parameter estimates, but it yields small biases on quantile estimates. A new plotting
position estimator is proposed, which yields minimal quantile biases. A set of empirical formulas are derived
for estimation of the coefficient of variations of the Z-moment ratios and the quantile of the three distributions.

Key Words: Extreme wave statistics, GEV distribution, GPA distribution, Weibull distribution, L-
moments, plotting position, quantile variability
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0.1 | 03793 02042 | 0386 7743 8172  0.0276 | 0.707 5.863 6.649 0.0622 | 0.980 4271 5360  0.1069
0.001 | 03329 0.1663 | 0567 7.395 7.961  0.0356 | 1.040 5224 6262 0.0829 | 1.439 3.387 4.825  0.1489
02 | 02500 0.1071 | 1203 6381  7.383  0.0617 | 2205 3.364 5202 0.1606 | 3.053 0.812 3.356  0.3446
04 | 0.1765 0.0642 | 2539 4659 6472  0.1168 | 4655 0207 3532 03922 | 4885 0.342 3831  0.3794
06 | 01111 0.0338 | 3507 4715 6906  0.1221 | 6429 0310 4328 0.3570 - - - -
TE : w0=12 D k=061Z OV T RAERN A=1THD. £72, m=13 TlTk=06 D7 —AZ R T2\,
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() (m) [ Am)  Bm) CHHE LCv | 4m) Bm) FHME LCV | Am B(m FHE LCV
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1.0 | 03333 0.1667 | 0565 7.399 7964  0.0355 | 1.036 5231 6.267 0.0826 | 1434 3397 4831  0.1484
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20 | 01140 0.1054 | 2190 5301 7241 00785 | 4015 1.385 4943 02108 | 5012 0.087 4529  0.2872
28 | 00401 0.1040 | 3.701 3614 6910 0.1046 | 5937 0336 5.623  0.2062 - - - -
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5.
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KT — & Z WERC RT3 5 550121, R4
HET 2@ OIS X > TEEOFEERARNE
£5. T7hbb, BEZE T 513 8 FHEFAFNR
R&EL D, BEOT —2ITHT HMEHSARH 5
FBRETHEND & EI2E, R2~40EEZE L LT
WEOREE HARERDICHET HLEND .

(6) WEHRRDTO YT 4 VI RTL a3 URK

KO DOTuyT 4 TRy a BT,
EB a b BIZED XD fEE G 2 20NN L - TRfE
T—=BDL-E— AL NOEREZRY, ZOFERLE L
THERBHRESLERDLI DL D.

FRAEAEEHI B W TEEARIZ B 2 Y T D
EOBPUTER L TIE, TR (unbiasedness) & BxhiE
(efficiency) D > DEAEIZHOWTHE LA T nuiE s
S, Rk WO olx, F—oREMICET S
ZELDOFEARIZ OV THER L 72041 BI SR O RO R
FBLGTEOEEEDN LR OfED & T TR0
EWIHIEHTHD. T, TNENOEERNLHEE
L7efRt &I EREOE v I8 T 2 dh s, £
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TA TR a R ERY BT

A 1%, Hosking - Wallis (1995) %% Wakeby %547 (5 £k
B D4AR) & GEV Al DWW THUE R 217> TB
E 0 HEN TN D EREFRfTT, s T o g
ETHRLTWDHHDOTHS.
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C 0.45 0 New proposal
D 0.50 0 Temporal trial
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F 0.375 0.25 Blom

B I Landwehr iZ 2> (1979) M2 E L 7=t D T,
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YELTIEIMIZENANABLDT, ZNETET
0y T 4RV a R EMESEDOITEY) TiE .

Cix, BOZmvyTr s r7ARvvareEfnke

EDL-FE— AV N ZDOMOMR Y DB T 2K E
S Tholelzh, ZOWE & L THRIOHUIEFEERD
WETRETDHHLOTHD. DIFCLY LEK aD
EEDVLRELS LTHELDT, VAL TN k=
10D —RIZHEH L2 ZARERARESTH -T2
72, D — A TITERA TR,

El, #r~ULoAilzxt LC Gringorten (1963) 234%
ELTEbDT, F/h2RETYTEIDEITI L &I
IR Y 34 Up 2 & 245 (1988) A3E i S5k T
LTS, FlE, EBSMER L UOSHEER IS
KLUTHREEZRFET 270y T v TRV ay
& LCBlom (1965) 2R L7 DT, RwiEiz o0
TR U< A (1988) 23R L TV 5.

ELFOT vy T4 I RYY a rAOERIFRD
AT LTV D,

20+ p=1 (41)

ZOXEIIHRETDHE, KQ) OHIEOKFE 2 FIE
OFEmIZEZTHbERal pL LTHUEZME S
ZLENTED.

TayT 4y IRY Y aryRE LT, BE N
DA ARG & L TIREINIAH - /NP (1990) @
K, UA TN L TIRES AT (1988) @
KEOMMRH S, 2770, Zom#E L bLIRIREEE
HOMNUDEET H I ENNERD, BOAMEK
DARMEED & Z\ZITEHARTT LY. 20729,
A TIERS DSHEDO T v v T 4 T RY T =
VREBRFTOMRE LI DO TH S.

(7) BEVTAHILOEKIZ& BERDIERE

TUT HAnETIE, [0, 1] DI —REIC AT
LM E 2y Ba— X TREIYE, ZOMEIE
iR AMER P & LT (17), (23), (29) ITfRA LT,
ZTNENGEV, GPA, UA 7 VoA DR it x, &
HETL., ZOBEERVIRTZLICL-T, FTE
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LlalDxfG L LTz 3FEE O MAE S A7 O M & 4y
i3 (16), (22), (28) THx LMD, ZDHH,



fEIC >V TIEFR-2~412
BRI

MHMEFALTHD. B, %
X, TNDHDORITEEHR LD E

DIZ ohn DIEWEREZ R > CEENT 5. 72 & 2T,

T A TV H CHREED 95,=12 TH->Tk=10, n=
10 DIEARTHIIE, KX (28) 12k HIEHERAEN o=
1.036 M THDHDT, EADFEME62TmIZK L TE
D 90% FHEX [ 735.73~6.80m L HEE I b.

(8) HEFHEMDR Y = (Bias) DEE

R TR D &9 DIE, — D DIEARNLHEE
SNTEPEEP OB TV EGVEZWD . 2
L, fix OFEARITHENCEBT 5720, SROE
Kb TNENAG ST HERHE O 2 Fl v CTEAE
2D OfR Y 2%

ARBFFETIIL-F—A > b, o AmBEE O R,

TR Em R PR+ 50T, 2O LIEERIED
Hertiiz &, RHEMOBEEEY &§ THRT. HEFHEO
YJ u[&] 72 5 ONTIEHER 22 o J 1ITR D L D ICEFR S L
5.

_1S 42
HIE] N;é (42)

olé1- le S ;ﬂ[ﬂ} (@)

22T, NIIEROKREHTHY, KR TIET
T N=50,000 CH 5.

i 0 DG WITHEXHE R b ONCHExT D Z DD
ECERTHIENTES. Thbb,

Absolute Bias = z[£] - &, (44)
Relative Bias = (4[£] - &,)/ &, (45)

X (44) DRVIZTZ Z TR |EFWR, i, 4
i BIE DR 2 & DN 0 & 72 B ATREMED B
HH DIt LTHWS. K (45) DfF D OFER I Z
CTIHmYREMSRZ EIZT D, 72, FRICEEL

TIEFEBMETIIRL, BAETRTZLbdD.
HEEHEDIZ L X D ESWE, K (43) TREX
NHIEHERAETRIND D, HHEORY bE DT
2RPHJEAZRMSE TREINH Z EHEV. Tt
WO X HIHAEIND.

RMSE =[(ul£]- &) +o?[£]] (46)

5. L-E—* 2 hEDOHEHEDRY &

1) BEEOL-E—AY bt

ARFFE CRHMEN & L CHWTWS 3FEO /5 4H B
BUZHONWTR-1 DR A > TEERE L7z L-E—
Ay MEOBGRMEIL, R2~41ZiiHiLiztB0 T
b5,

L-E— A2 ND 5 BT, L-skewness () & L-
kurtosis (z) 1Z5X (18), (24), (30) THA B 2372 X H TR
B kDOHDOEAKRTHY, BEEDORELZ TV,
L22L, L-CV () IF2WELRDL-E— A NMETH
LT, REREEAERBOMIC L > TET 5.
Z DY OIRPLE, FT-2 ~4 OEAE A i E A
LN THS.

(2) BEAODKRESIZLBRY EDEIL

RN LN D SROHEFEIE, AN/ NE N
FEEROBREL, ZHWMLLI 2D, B-3I1%, U
A TIVDA TR S k= 1.0 DA, $T7bbis
AT O\ T L-CV, L-skewness, 3 & O L-kurotosis
DRV FE (H0EER) 2RLEHLOTHS. HE
ElXm=120055ToH5. WTIhbR-5ICELLE
6D DT YT 4 TRV g R E TR
ERALTND.

SFFHD L-E— A > hEOWTIZOWTH, Un-
biased Position (=0, #=0) IXff ¥ 23D T/hE <,
ZDOLMIZS IO LWHRTHS.

Landwehr (Z72> (1979) IZ LA 7wy T 4 VTR
v =¥ (@=0.35,4=0) %, L-CV & L-kurotosis (2B
LMY FENREL, INERAWD &R 7 ek
RELEoTfERERH D, ZHUTK L TH L 2
RULIEEEOX (=045, £=0) 1%, WY FREKEL
MEW LT3V, Unbiased Position (2 & A5 HRIZ 72 0
IESNTND. RACZDOERDMEE a=045010 a
=050 (ZE % CHI=L Z A, L-CV & L-kurotosis (Z B
T 50 ERADEICREBENLTLEY, Ty
TAY IR arE LTRAEARERTH T,

a=050D7 1y T 4 U TRY Y a LI OO
HLUSMITRA L THRR -T2 E D, a=0.35,0.45,
BELO0S0DEEHERENS T a=040D7 12 v
TATRYY a CRFERARNTHD LI LT,

L-skewness D fff 0 FIZB L Tix, EHOMEZE a=
03575 a=050ICZEZ THiFL A EERDR LT,
a =0 Unbiased Position X ¥ {3004 2458 Th -
7.

—J5, &2 FEiETEDIL S Gringorten 2 & Blom
AdZ, L-CV, L-skewness, 5 & OY L-kurotosis DV 7741
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(c) L-kurtosis
B-3 TA TN (k=1.0) 12T D L-E— A bk
YU

IZOWTHIHY EBADKRERMEERD, L-E— R
Y ROFRICIERMETHD Z EMBIREND.

BEIalb—ra T, EEEDN x=1200
BEICOWT A~FDOTa T 4 TR a D
26, DERS TRTEME > THEARZER L CTHGH
T &2iTo7=. Lo, B-3DFIcR 6D L

%
912, a=0® Unbiased Position &, FEZED o=0.45
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Unorvavr o IRy a AT L-E— A b
EII U ETHEFMOMEFEDRY DRI W &
DRI Nz, 2O, L-E— A2 MEIZX 51
Efffrcixonooyayr o 7RV a v AE
2 Z LN TERW. LER> TUTIZBWT
X, Ty T4 PR a R E a=04E =045
DO RE L CRe 5.

(}) EitIht=-L-E—+* > rEDRY R
K-3IXL-FE— A2 FEDRY FBEEADORK X ZIT

iﬂ“bfﬁ%ﬁbf:%@f‘&) D, ZNEHDEMR RN
FITEARDORE I nIZ KB LTWD, Z ORFKRE

ffEE MIZHFPHENS B OO X 95T, Hosking 1E 7>
a%ai*%mmmﬁﬁ@ao@ﬁbi’ﬁxmk
XEnEFELEBICOWVTOMWNTHEGHMZ 7~ LTV
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ZIT, ZNLBICBW TR &BH D WVIHRY

RKICn 2R ULMEEADORKE SFITRKD, Thi
BEOERDOKE SIZTHONTEE L2 O %534
BORFME LTHWS., 22T, ZhzEft
SR & - RV ELEHT D, FHMEZRD HEE
i, IR DK E X230 =50~500 D, O % %t

L LR, WY REERORKE I ORHIBILRD
e T X DA n = 20~1000 DFPH I F THES
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